
February  2026 Gallery 1 Show 

Gritty and Raw 
Judge Vittoria Clay


BEST OF SHOW 

Chad Wooters		 	 Horizontal Setdown Space	 	 oil


“I absolutely love the way you achieved so many different textures on such a small space.  It 
absolutely captures the theme of grit. I also love all of the tones within the flat background.”


BEST THEME 

Kathleen Sheers	 	 His Home by Day, Homeless by Night	 pastel


“Wow.  This is so raw and beautiful.  Absolutely captures the theme.  The softness of the pastel 
with the harsh subject matter really blew me away.”


SPECIAL MERIT AWARDS 

Robert Yurgaitis	 	 Chicago Steel		 	 	 oil


“ I really enjoyed the experience of viewing this piece both near and far.  The way you achieved 
the lighting on the bridge is really lovely.”


Diane Peterson	 	 Street Scene	 	 	 	 paper


“Wow.  The way you were able to have such fine detail with just cut paper is incredible.  I really 
enjoyed the layering of the buildings and textures of paper used. Very cool.”


Sue Krzyzanowski	 	 Closed for the Season	 	 pastel


“When I first looked I was shocked that this was not a photo.  The sharpness and detail you 
were able to create with pastel is lovely while maintaining such softness.  I really loved the way 
this reflected the theme.”


MERIT AWARDS 

Sue Thomas	 	 	 Big Mack	 	 	 	 pastel

Jan Kloss	 	 	 Busy Street	 	 	 	 acrylic

Jim Hisson	 	 	 What the Dog Saw Before I Fell	 acrylic

Duncan Cory	 	 	 Did He Jump?		 	 	 acrylic

Nicky Metz	 	 	 Under the El	 	 	 	 watercolor

Adele Dunn	 	 	 Big City Blues		 	 	 acrylic

Pallavi Jain	 	 	 Medusa Rising	 	 	 watercolor

Fran Puglise	 	 	 Phantom Memory	 	 	 oil

Malini Kumari	 	 	 Chicago Bean		 	 	 acrylic

Joan Kalmanek	 	 Lower East Side Graffiti	 	 photo

Natalya Rowland	 	 View from City Cafe	 	 	 oil

Gary DeClute	 	 	 Insurmountable	 	 	 photo 


